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MRS BEECHER-BY ONE WHO KNEW HER AND LIVED WITH HER.

Harrek B, Beecher
Wriiecs of Her

Many Excellent
Trails.

TFrom the original photograph
taken v Brooklyn, 1830.  Mrs.

\ Beecher ook ingewing and earned
the money lo pay for the phito-
graph and send it to her swcet.heﬂrt.

American  women

parn from Mrs  Beecher's

{fe? . Many things. First of

a'l, truth. Absolute, sincere,

never varding truth. ext, charlily;
and next, ndustry.

Falth she had, too, simple, unshaken
faith. Andgood humor was hers;, and
fwith 4l these things Mrs, Beachér was
.‘;'.t woman With “faculty,” an Ameri-
ywan womar Of the guod old-fashioned
ort. Bhe @uld ook and sew, and léad
o mizsiongy meeting, and nurse a
:::‘:luit baby, and entertain brilliant peo-
Aple; and e could be a great man's
wite and mt be'spofled by it

T lived inthe house with Mrs. Beech-
wap for nearly twenty years, aAnd Inaver
saw her vexed without reasom, and 1
‘don't beliswe she knew what the word
“onag’ menit. DMrs: Beecher kept bhores
away from her hushand, and she mado
Mhim remepber his engagements. She
manewerad WS letters, and she Kept a
wulet home for him.

Throughait her life, and at har very
death houl #he =2t an example. of
sturdy sinplicity and direct common
‘sense Lo all who Knew her.

She was born cighly-five years ago

i1 & small village In Massachusetts,
Jiler (athen o noted physleinn, owned
and eoarried ono A large farm near this
town, whets: his ten children grew (o
manhood snd womanhood surrounded
by all thar would tend to make them
usgefnl, pawiotic cltizens,
! Mps. Beher was a decided beauty,
‘tal]l, of fize presence, with singular
‘High-bred “eatures; and her miniatores
‘of those d=¥s portray her a most fasci-
nating wonan, She was her mother's
right hanl in the household. She
" married hea husband while he was a
young, Inetperienced misslonary in the
then fpr West, and endured the hard-
ships of ga early settier's life by his
gide with great courage and youthful
pride.

When it seemed best on account of
Afl-health th move Bast for a change
‘of alr, apd her husband was made
pagtor of Plymouth Church, Mrs,
Moowhep -yn&iﬂ chief helper. It was

throug 'h her ek that he was en-
avhled o “aécomplish Lhe TRMENR
amounl of work which came umﬁ;\m,

The Influence of the early New E;ﬁs-

land o (raining stayed by Mrs Brecher
tharotighout her sactive, rushing life,
whoreshe Fomed Dwdis oo dadustry,
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thrift and economy. By all thiz valuable training she
was able to carry along the cares and anxieties of a
famous minister's wife, for no such word as fail was
ever heard of in her voeabulary,

Mrs. Bescher's interest in home life everywhere was
a4 beautiful tralt In her character, as her writinga testify.

A little mother in the midst of her children always
carried her bacl to her own young motherhood days,
and appealed Lo her love and interest in bables and the
dtmosphere of young love,

Her early lfe in the ¢ity of Brooklyn in connection
with ‘Plymouth Church work was largely among the
poor; glving {rom her abundance of sympathy and love
to the suffering.

After her hushand's correspondence became o0 large
and wearisome, she took systematic charge of it, re-
Heving him almost entirely of the burden, slso skield-
ing hkim from the pressure of callers and interruptions:
of various kinds which were constantly at his door, be-
sldes keeping an eye on the important outstanding en-
gagements from dey to day.

All through the discouraging anti-slavery days, when
Mr. Beecher and Mrs, Stowe were working heart and
soul for the relief of the colored people, this devoled
wife stood near and made it easy far the noble preacher
to give his spare
time, outside of
church duties, to
this all-absorbing
question, After-
ward, the stirring
times of secession
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From Mrs. Beecher's last photograph.

and war bropght {his grand woman still more to the
front, sssuming dutles which would ald the soldiers in
their camp and hoapital 1ife,

To those ia trouble Mrs, Beecher was a good angel,
unbounded In sympathy and helpfulness, lgnoring her-
gelf entirely in her efforts to bring right out of wrong
or eomfort to the sad hearied and discouraged.

As in all sueh strong, Imperious natures, she loved
with her whale being to the verge of sclfishness,

On {le other hand, her dislikes were just as violent
and prenounced. The devotion to her husband was
éver prominent and absorbing, so much so that It often
took the form of jealousy.

She thought no human belng eught or gould «do for
him as she was able to, and when deprived of this was
Erieved and miserable.

Beirig of a practleal turn of milnd, it often took her a
long time tp get usad to Mr. Beecher's jokes and teas-
ihe, of which he was very fond, but when the fun
dawned on her she laughed and enjoyed it all as much
as he did. : :

Both Mr. and Mrs. Beecher were devotedly fond of
horses, Mrs. Beecher was not only a fearless rider, but
could hold lu_-r'uu?r_: with most men in handling a spir-
ited team of horses. Through Mr. Robert Bonner, Mr.
Eeecher became the owner of a team of small mares
that were half-sisters to. Dexter, a famous race horse,
and nothing zave Mr., Beecher and his wife more pleas-
ure than taking long drives from their place at Peeks-
kill through the pleturesque scenery of that reglon.

The late years of her life, ginee the death of her gifted
husband, had been spent in her small, gquiet home fn
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Mr. and Mrs. Henty Ward Eezcher and Their
| G ‘:at-Grandchildren.

Brooklyn, near Plymouth Churbh, close’ (6 children and
grandehildren, satisfiedl with ilving over the past and
taking what came to her of love and cheer from the old
friends. The imperlous independence of ‘her tharacter
hing aboul the stck room. and it seemed as If the tres
mendons will power, which made her life such o strong éle-
ment in the eify whera she llved, could not let go its hold,
even when denth Hang near. With her children about her,
surrounded by the love which she always craved from
them, her husy Mt ended. Her influence and the influence
of women Hke hér will not end so. easily.
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